
 

Caring for Child Survivors of Sexual Abuse – 2nd Edition 
Factsheet  

Rationale 
In 2012, UNICEF and the IRC jointly launched Caring for Child Survivors of Sexual Abuse: Guidelines for 
Health and Psychosocial Providers in Humanitarian Settings (CCS Guidelines); and the associated training 
package was subsequently developed and launched in 2015. These CCS resources responded to a gap in 
global guidance for providing care and support to child survivors in humanitarian settings. Based on global 
research and evidenced-based field practice, they brought a much-needed practical approach to helping 
child survivors and their families recover and heal from the devastating impacts of sexual abuse. 
 
Since the development and dissemination of the CCS Guidelines and training package, several additional 
resources have been developed and disseminated by the inter-agency Gender-Based Violence (GBV), 
Child Protection (CP), and Health communities. In addition, the implementation of CCS resources across 
various humanitarian settings has revealed several gaps in practical guidance for responders to safely and 
adequately care for child survivors. The IRC and UNICEF will build upon updated literature, existing inter-
agency resources, and learning from implementation to develop the updated CCS Guidelines and training 
package.  
 
Objectives 
The goal of this project is to update the existing CCS Guidelines and Training Package. Specific objectives 
for the development of the second edition of the package include: 

1. Integrating learning and linking to resources developed since the initial launch of the CCS 
Guidelines and Training Package to ensure that the updated version addresses the questions and 
needs of frontline actors directly supporting child/adolescent survivors and is not redundant with 
what already exists, particularly in the health and protection sectors. This includes integration of 
feedback from implementation of the CCS Guidelines and Training Package across multiple 
humanitarian contexts, guidance borne from various emergencies (e.g., COVID-19), and 
advancements in CP and GBV programming.  

2. Ensuring rooted gender inequality is highlighted throughout to help practitioners understand 
the root causes of sexual violence perpetrated against child and adolescent survivors based on 
their age/ developmental stage. A specific emphasis will be placed on girls, given their higher level 
of risk for sexual violence (they are five times more likely to experience sexual violence than boys1) 
and the social context of gender inequality and gender norms that negatively affect girls’ health, 
well-being, and development across the life cycle2. The gender lens will also be applied to 
caregivers, recognizing that female caregivers may also be GBV survivors, with practical guidance 
provided on how to safely respond to the co-occurrence of intimate partner violence and child/ 
adolescent sexual abuse.  

3. Promoting an intersectional approach by guiding practitioners to consider child and adolescent 
survivors’ overlapping social identities – e.g., age/developmental stage, sex, gender, disability, 

 
1 Child Sexual Abuse Statistics (Darkness to Light, 2017) 
2 Specific risks that adolescent girls face include: social isolation; limited knowledge of sexual and reproductive health and rights; rigid and 
confining expectations of roles and opportunities based on sex and age; withdrawal from and lack of safety in public spaces; limited educational 
and vocational opportunities and skills; limited opportunities to earn and save income; disproportionate burden of household and caregiving 
responsibilities; and additional forms of GBV, including harmful traditional practices. These risks not only make girls more vulnerable to sexual 
violence, but oftentimes exacerbate the already devastating impact of sexual violence on the survivor, including risks of further sexual violence 
and other forms of GBV. (I’m Here: Adolescent Girls in Emergencies (Women’s Refugee Commission, 2014) Adolescent girls who have been 
displaced are at particular risk of sexual violence as they often face movement restrictions and increased risk of early marriage, sexual 
exploitation, and kidnapping. (Voices from Syria: Assessment Findings of the Humanitarian Needs Overview. GBV Area of Responsibility – Whole 
of Syria, 2018.) 

https://gbvresponders.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/CCS-Guidelines-lowres.pdf
https://gbvresponders.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/CCS-Guidelines-lowres.pdf
https://gbvresponders.org/response/caring-child-survivors/#CCSTrainingMaterials
https://gbvresponders.org/response/caring-child-survivors/#CCSTrainingMaterials
https://www.d2l.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/all_statistics_20150619.pdf
https://www.womensrefugeecommission.org/images/zdocs/I-m-Here-report-FINAL.pdf
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/documents/files/2017-12_voices_from_syria_2nd_edition.pdf
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/documents/files/2017-12_voices_from_syria_2nd_edition.pdf


 

sexual orientation, race, ethnicity, religion, class, geography, caregiving situation, legal status, etc. 
in context – that create compounding experiences of discrimination/harm and 
privilege/protection.  

4. Taking an equity and inclusion lens by including practical guidance and tools for practitioners to 
ensure that all child and adolescent survivors who are traditionally discriminated against and 
consequently marginalized (e.g., children and adolescents with disabilities, diverse sexual 
orientation, gender identity and expression, and sex characteristics, or from ethnic/religious 
minorities), have access to equitable services. 

5. Providing more nuance and practical guidance for how to safely engage and work together with 
child/adolescent survivors and trusted caregivers, ensuring their participation according to 
age/developmental stage, gender identity, sexual orientation, disabilities, caregiving situation, 
legal status, and compounding protection issues (not exhaustive). The practical guidance will be 
grounded in evidence-based practice and prioritize contextualization and adaptation. 

 
Target Audience 
The target audience will be GBV and CP case management actors in humanitarian settings. While primarily 
for GBV and CP case management actors, the second edition of the CCS Guidelines and Training Package 
can also benefit and may be adapted for any humanitarian or development actor who may engage with 
child/adolescent survivors of sexual violence (e.g., health/mental health and psychosocial support, legal, 
security, education, etc.).  
 
Timeline 
The first phase will involve the design and development of the updated CCS Guidelines and Training 
Package in consultation with various actors built throughout, resulting in the development of a pilot 
version of the Guidelines and Training Package by March 2022. The second phase will involve the piloting 
of the updated CCS Guidelines and Training Package, edits/adjustments as needed, finalization, and 
dissemination by February/March 2023.  

 
Roles and Responsibilities 
CCS Implementation Team: Comprised of CP and GBV technical specialists from the IRC and UNICEF, the 
CCS Implementation Team leads the development of the updated CCS Guidelines and Training Package, 
inclusive of conducting field consultations, drafting content, and engaging with the CCS Technical Review 
Team, Advisory Board, and other stakeholders for review and inputs. 
 
CCS Technical Review Team: Comprised of multi-sectoral technical advisors and specialists from the IRC 
and UNICEF, the CCS Project Team provides technical inputs into the development of the updated CCS 
Guidelines and Training Package, including guidance on field consultations, inputs into critical discussions 
and key decisions, review of draft sections, and ensuring the Guidelines and Training Package builds upon 
learning and best practice and links to other relevant resources.  
 

Design

(April - July 2021)

Development

(Aug 2021 - Mar 2022)

Piloting

(April - Aug 2022)

Finalisation

(Sept 2022 - Jan 2023)

Dissemination

(Feb - March 2023)



 

CCS Advisory Board: Comprised of inter-agency, multi-sectoral technical experts, the Advisory Board 
provides strategic advice on the development of the updated CCS Guidelines and Training Package 
through quarterly meetings and review of drafts, and endorsement of the finalized second edition. The 
IRC and UNICEF co-chair the Advisory Board. 
 
Other Stakeholders: Comprised of a range of frontline workers, practitioners, academics, researchers, 
and technical experts at the country, regional, and global level – including women’s rights organizations 
and community-based child protection networks – these stakeholders provide input during the design, 
development, and piloting phases through various types of consultations (e.g., global survey, focus group 
discussions, key informant interviews, workshops). 
 
Contact Details 
For more information, please contact Jennifer Lee at Jennifer.Lee@rescue.org.  
 

mailto:Jennifer.Lee@rescue.org

